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Summary of the Reader
Tom at the Harbour is a Level 2 Reader about 
different types of water transport. It is seen 
through the eyes of Tom, a young boy who loves 
going to the busy harbour to watch the boats. 
Through Tom’s eyes, students learn about what 
the different types of boats do and how they are 
useful. There are boats that transport people, such 
as a ferry; boats for pleasure and sport, such as 
sailing boats and speedboats; and boats that are 
used for work, such as tugboats, police boats and 
fishing boats.

Introducing the topic: Water Transport
Before students read the book …

• Show the students the cover of the book and 
talk about what they see. Read out the title and 
explain, in L1 or in English, what a harbour is. 
Ask them to suggest what Tom might do at the 
harbour. Do they think he is having fun?

• Read the back cover copy to the students. 
Explain that they will find answers to the 
questions as they read the book. Talk about 
the picture of Tom putting coins into the coin-
binoculars. Have the students ever used coin-
binoculars, or ordinary binoculars? What did 
they see? 

• Do Activity 1 on page 15 of the book.

Level 2
Suitable for: young learners who have 

completed up to 100 hours 
of study in English

Type of English: British

Headwords: 400

Key words: 10 (see pages 2 and 6 of 
these Teacher’s Notes)

Subject words: 9 (see pages 2 and 6 of 
these Teacher’s Notes)

Key grammar: present simple, present 
continuous, can, be, simple 
adjectives and adverbs

 
 

Did you know … ?

The Queen Victoria cruise ship (shown 
on pages 2–3) is nearly 300 metres long. 
It’s got seven restaurants and three 
swimming pools.

The Lady Northcott ferry (shown on 
pages 4–5) takes people across Sydney 
Harbour and can carry 811 passengers. 
It’s one of the oldest boats operating in 
the Sydney Ferries fleet.

The Volvo Ocean Race is a race around 
the world for sailing boats. The boats 
must travel approximately 40,000 miles 
and the race takes about nine months to 
complete. It’s very challenging!

The world water speed record for the 
fastest speedboat was achieved in 1978 
when Australian Ken Warby piloted his 
Spirit of Australia boat to reach 317.6 
miles per hour.
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Key words 
(see page 6 of these Teacher’s Notes for the Key 
words in context)

coin-binoculars (n) side (n)

different (adj) size (n)

pull (v) speed (v)

rope (n)  towards (prep)

sailing club (n) wind (n)

Subject words 
(see page 6 of these Teacher’s Notes for the 
Subject words in context)

ferry (n) speedboat (n)

fishing boat (n) tugboat (n)

harbour (n)  wake (n)

police boat (n) wakeboard (v)

sail (n) / sailing boat (n) 

Curriculum links
Science 
• It is often hard to understand why a boat, which 

is much heavier than, say, a nail, can float on 
water while the nail would sink. Ask the students 
why they think a boat floats on water. Explain 
that it is all to do with the ‘displacement’ of 
water. This means that when an object is placed 
in water it must ‘push’ its own weight in water 
around it, so that it can balance on the water 
without sinking. Name a list of objects for the 
students and ask them to predict which objects 
they think will float or sink, e.g. coin, pebble, 
feather, cork, toy bricks, milk carton, etc. (See also 
Activity 1 on page 4 of these Teacher’s Notes.) 

Maths 
• Weights and measures: Ask the students if they 

think a boat might eventually sink if it is carrying 
too much. Explain that different boats are 
designed and built to hold a certain amount of 
‘cargo’. Show the students a variety of different 
objects that could serve as ‘cargo’. These could be 
the same objects as above. (See also Activity 2 on 
page 4 of these Teacher’s Notes.) 

Literacy
• The students can use the text in the book as a 

model for writing about a different type of boat. 
Write the following on the board to produce a 
collaborative text: What’s this? It’s a … It’s a …
boat. It … . Ask the students to suggest ideas for 
a boat. Agree on one boat and ask them to tell 
you what to write, using the book as a model: 
the name of the boat, something about the shape 
or size of the boat (e.g. big, strong, heavy), and 

finally what the boat does (e.g. takes people to 
work). Stronger students can then go on to write 
a similar text about a different boat. Help them 
with any vocabulary they may need.

Art and design 
• The students choose their favourite boat, either 

from the book or another boat that they have 
been on or have seen, and draw a picture of it. 
They present their picture to the rest of the class 
and tell them why they like the boat they have 
chosen. (See also Activities 3 and 5 on pages 4 
and 5 of these Teacher’s Notes.) 

History
• Ask the students if they know what boats were 

like in the past. Show them some photos of 
old-fashioned boats and other types of water 
transport taken from the internet or reference 
books. How are they different from the boats of 
today?

Environmental studies
• Ask the students if they know which types 

of transport are good / OK / bad for the 
environment. Can they tell you why?

Notes on the photocopiable activities
Pages 8–9: While-Reading activities, Activity 3 
You could ask the students to correct the two 
wrong sentences: 1 It is windy in the harbour today. 
2 Tom takes a ferry home. Activity 4 The students 
cut out the sentences using safety scissors and 
stick them below the relevant forms of water 
transport pictured on page 9.
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Pages 10–12: After-Reading activities, Activity 2  
Guide the students to look at the picture on pages 
2 and 3 of their Readers. They tick the things that 
Tom can see in the picture. Activity 3 The 
students should find the things that Tom says in 
the pages of their Readers and then match the 
speech bubbles to the correct page numbers. 
Activity 4 Print out one page for each student. 
The students colour in the different forms of water 
transport and then complete the names of each 
one. 
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Class Activities (After Reading)

Here are some activities to do with your class 
after reading Tom at the Harbour. 

1. Experiment: Sink or float? 
Materials: a bucket or plastic bowl of water; 
smocks / aprons for the students; objects for 
testing: pebbles of different sizes, coins, toy bricks, 
corks, feathers, milk carton, etc.

• In this experiment, the students will make 
predictions, test and observe results and record 
the results of their tests.

•  Fill the bucket or bowl with water, but not to the 
very top. 

•  Display the objects for testing and ask the 
students to predict which of the objects they 
think will float and which will sink. They can pick 
up and feel the objects.

•  Now test each object in turn. Place the object 
on the water and see what happens.

•  The students can record their predictions and 
the results in a table (draw the table below 
on the board for them to copy into their 
notebooks). The students can draw or write the 
name of the object in the first column. They tick 
their predictions in the middle column before 
the experiment, and then tick the results in the 
final column, according to the results of the 
experiment.

• Discuss the results of the experiment with the 
students. Ask why some objects float and some 
objects sink. Is it to do with the size of the 
object? Is it to do with the weight of the object?

Object Prediction Result

It floats It sinks It floats It sinks

2. Experiment: What makes a boat sink?
Materials: the video of Who Sank the Boat? by 
Pamela Allen on YouTube (optional); a bucket or 
plastic bowl of water; smocks / aprons for the 

students; a plastic toy boat (or aluminium foil to 
make a boat); small objects of different sizes and 
weights for cargo (objects from Activity 1 could be 
used)

• In this experiment, the students will make 
predictions, weigh and measure, and test and 
observe results, then record the results of their 
tests.

• As a lead-in to this experiment, you may wish 
to show the following video to the students. It is 
based on the children’s book Who Sank the Boat? 
by Pamela Allen. You could watch the video with 
the students as a stand-alone if you prefer.

www.youtube.com/watch?v=OsYb1YSYR34

•  Fill the bucket or bowl with water, but not to 
the very top. Put the toy boat (or one you have 
made out of aluminium foil) on the water. 

•  Explain that you are going to investigate how 
much ‘cargo’ you can put on the boat before it 
sinks or tilts over. Ask the students to predict 
how many of the objects you can put in the 
boat.

•  Gradually add the different objects to the boat. 
Count how many you can put in before it sinks 
or tilts over. Were the students’ predictions 
correct?

3. Make a sailing boat
Materials: a 1 litre juice / milk carton; 3 chop- 
sticks; coloured duct tape; 2 pieces of thick plastic 
about 6 cm x 2 cm (e.g. cut from a detergent 
bottle); a rubber band; a plastic bag; safety 
scissors

• Tell the students that they are going to use 
recyclable material to turn an empty drinks 
carton into a working paddle wheel-powered 
sailing boat.

• First, have the students cut their carton in half 
lengthways. Then cut the top off one of the 
halves and put that half of the carton inside the 
other to form a box.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OsYb1YSYR34
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• Now the box needs to be covered with duct 
tape, with a chopstick attached to each long 
side. There should be a few centimetres of 
chopstick sticking out of the rear end of the box 
on both sides. 

• To make the paddles, a slit should be cut 
halfway through the middle of each piece of 
plastic, then slide the pieces together to form 
an X. Stretch the rubber band between the two 
chopsticks sticking out at the back of the box 
and centre the paddles onto the rubber band, 
taping it in place.

• To make the sail, cut an 18 cm square from a 
plastic bag. Line two edges of the square with 
duct tape and attach a chopstick mast to one of 
the sides. Cut the plastic square into a triangle.

• With the scissors, poke a hole into the top of 
the box, near the front, and insert the mast. The 
boat is now ready. 

• To launch the boat, wind up the paddle at the 
back, put the boat in water and let it go.

• Go round the class and monitor the students’ 
progress as they work on their boats, helping 
out where necessary.

• If you prefer, the students can make their boats 
in pairs. The students can race their boats when 
they have finished making them if they wish. 

4. Guess the water transport
• As a class, brainstorm different forms of water 

transport and write them on the board. They 
can be the forms of transport talked about 
in the Reader or other forms (e.g. cruise ship, 
yacht, cargo ship, canoe, tanker, barge, water 
taxi, pedalo, galleon, etc.). Encourage the 
students to tell you the names of the transport 
in English, but praise their efforts in L1 too, 
giving the English words for any forms of 
transport they may not be sure of.

• Ask volunteers to come to the front of the class 
and choose a form of water transport, without 
telling anyone their choice.

• The rest of the class asks the student questions 
about his or her chosen transport: Has it got 
a sail? Is it fast? Does is carry people? etc. The 
student can only answer yes or no until someone 
has guessed the water transport. 

5. Water transport collage
Materials: A large and small sheets of paper; 
coloured pens / pencils / paints; safety scissors; 
glue

• Divide the class into groups of six students.

• Give each group a large sheet of paper. Tell 
the students to draw or paint a harbour on the 
sheet.

• Give each student a small sheet of paper. Tell 
the students that they each have to draw a 
different form of water transport from the book 
on their sheet, and then colour it.

• The students then cut out their water transport 
and stick them on the harbour on the large 
sheet of paper.

• Go round the class and monitor the students’ 
work.

• Display the collages and ask the students to talk 
about them – the different types of boats, the 
colours, what they do, etc.
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Key words

coin-binoculars ....I put some money in the coin-binoculars. (p. 2) 

different.................And they all do different things. (p. 2) 

pull ..........................It’s a tugboat and it’s pulling a big boat. (p. 6)

rope ........................Can you see the rope between the two boats? (p. 6)

sailing club ............I’m in the sailing club at school – I love it! (p. 11)

side .........................The ferry is going from that side of the harbour to this side. (p. 4)

size .........................There are boats of all shapes and sizes. (p. 2)

speed ......................A police boat is speeding towards that fishing boat! (p. 12)

towards ..................A police boat is speeding towards that fishing boat! (p. 12)

wind ........................The sails catch the wind and the boats move quickly. (p. 10)

Subject words

ferry .......................Some people take the ferry to work. (p. 5)

fishing boat ...........The fishing boat is stopping. (p. 13) 

harbour ..................Every weekend I come to the harbour. (p. 1)

police boat ............A police boat is speeding towards that fishing boat! (p. 12) 

sail ..........................The sails catch the wind and the boats move quickly. (p. 10)

sailing boat ...........Here are some sailing boats. (p. 10)

speedboat .............Oh … it’s a speedboat and a woman is wakeboarding! (p. 8) 

tugboat ..................It’s a tugboat and it’s pulling a big boat. (p. 6)

wake .......................The wake is the shape of the water behind the boat. (p. 9) 

wakeboard   ..........The woman is standing on the wakeboard and the speedboat  
is pulling her. (p. 9)
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While-Reading activities 

Activity 1 (pages 1–3)
Circle the words.

1 Tom comes to the harbour every day / weekend.

2 He watches the boats / cars in the harbour.

3 He buys / shows an ice cream.

4 He puts shapes / money in the coin-binoculars.

5 The harbour is a different / an interesting place.

Activity 2 (pages 4–9) 
Match. Draw lines.

1 It takes people across the harbour. 

2 You can take this on the ferry.

3 It pulls big boats. 

4 This is between the two boats.

5 It can pull a person on a wakeboard. 

a

c d e

b
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Activity 3 (pages 10–14)
Write yes or no.

1 It isn’t windy in the harbour today. 

2 The wind is good for the sailing boats. 

3 Tom is in a sailing club at school. 

4 A police boat can go fast. 

5 Tom takes a speedboat home. 

Activity 4 (pages 1–14)
Match the words to the pictures.

1 This is a working boat. It catches fish. 

2 It’s good to go on this boat on a windy day.

3 This boat is small. It can pull very big boats.

4 This boat does an important job in the harbour.

5 This boat can take people to work.

6 This boat can go very fast.

✁
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b

a

c
d

b

e
f
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After-Reading activities 

Activity 1
Write the words.

important   interesting   shapes   take   work

1 The harbour is an  place. 

2 There are boats of all  and sizes. 

3 Some people take the ferry to .

4 The harbour police are .

5 But now it’s time to  the ferry home.

Activity 2

Look at pages 2 and 3 of the Reader. Tick 4 .

1 a harbour 

2 an ice cream 

3 a speedboat 

4 a ferry 

5 a wakeboard 

6 a sailing boat 

I can see …
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Activity 3
Read what Tom says. Match to the page number of the 
Reader.

a page 1

b page 4

c page 6

d page 11

e page 13 

I’m in the sailing club at 
school – I love it! 

1

Here’s the ferry! Can you  
see the people?

2

That’s an interesting job! The 
harbour police are important. 

3

I buy an ice cream and I 
watch the boats. 

4

What’s this? It’s a tugboat 
and it’s pulling a big boat. 

5
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Activity 4
Colour. Write the names of the boats.

1 f _ _ _ _

5 f _ _ _ _ _ _  b _ _ _ 

3 p _ _ _ _ _  b _ _ _

2 s _ _ _ _ _ _  b _ _ _

6 s _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

4 t _ _ _ _ _ _
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Answer Key

In the back of the Reader

Before You Read
1  a speedboat   b police boat   c tugboat    

d fishing boat   e sailing boat   f ferry

After You Read
1  1 Y   2 N   3 Y   4 Y   5 N

2 Students’ own answers

In these Teacher’s Notes

While-Reading activities

Activity 1
1 weekend   2 boats   3 buys   4 money    
5 an interesting

Activity 2
1 d   2 e   3 a   4 c   5 b

Activity 3
1 no   2 yes   3 yes   4 yes   5 no

Activity 4
1 c   2 b   3 e   4 f   5 a   6 d

After-Reading activities

Activity 1
1 interesting   2 shapes   3 work   4 important    
5 take

Activity 2
Tom can see … a harbour, a speedboat, a ferry and 
a sailing boat.

Activity 3
1 d   2 b   3 e   4 a   5 c

Activity 4
1 ferry   2 sailing boat   3 police boat   4 tugboat  
5 fishing boat   6 speedboat


